
1st Sunday of Christmas      Dec 31st 2023
Collect
Almighty God, who wonderfully created us in your own
image and yet more wonderfully restored us through
your Son Jesus Christ grant that, as he came to share in
our humanity, so we may share the life of his divinity;
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

First Reading
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 61. (10-6, 2.3)
I delight greatly in the Lord; my soul rejoices in my God.
For he has clothed me with garments of salvation and
arrayed me in a robe of his righteousness, as a
bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride
adorns herself with her jewels. For as the soil makes the
sprout come up a garden causes seeds to grow, so the
Sovereign Lord will make righteousness and praise spring
up before all nations. Many peoples will come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the
temple of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so
that we may walk in his paths.” The law will go out from
Zion, the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

Psalm 148. (7-14)
Praise the Lord from the earth, you great sea creatures
and all ocean depths, lightning and hail, snow and clouds,
stormy winds that do his bidding, you mountains and all
hills, fruit trees and all cedars, wild animals and all cattle,
small creatures and flying birds, kings of the earth and all
nations, you princes and all rulers on earth, young men
and women, old men and children. Let them praise the
name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted; his
splendour is above the earth and the heavens. And he
has raised up for his people a horn, the praise of all his
faithful servants, of Israel, the people close to his heart.
Praise the Lord.

Second Reading
 A reading from Galatians 4. 4-7

But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son,
born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those
under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship.
Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son
into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba,[b]
Father.” So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and
since you are his child, God has made you also an heir.

Gospel
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Luke (2. 15 -21)

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven,
the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened,
which the Lord has told us about.” So they hurried off
and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was
lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they
spread the word concerning what had been told them
about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at
what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured
up all these things and pondered them in her heart.
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God
for all the things they had heard and seen, which were
just as they had been told. On the eighth day, when
it was time to circumcise the child, he was named
Jesus, the name the angel had given him before he
was conceived.

Post Communion Prayer
Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son shared at
Nazareth the life of an earthly home: help your Church
to live as one family, united in love and obedience,
and bring us all at last to our home in heaven; through
Jesus Christ our Lord

Happy New Year

2024

for all our tomorrows

may the Lord show the
world how to walk

together in  peace and
understanding.


