
Collect
Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son was revealed to destroy
the works of the devil and to make us the children of God and
heirs of eternal life: grant that we, having this hope, may purify
ourselves even as he is pure; that when he shall appear in
power and great glory we may be made like him in his eternal
and glorious kingdom; where he is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

First Reading
A reading from the Book of Wisdom(6:12-16)
Wisdom is bright and unfading. She readily appears to

those who love her. She’s found by those who keep
seeking after her. She makes herself known even in
advance to those who desire her with all their
hearts. Someone who awakens before dawn to look for
her will find her already sitting at the door. Taking wisdom
to heart is the way to bring your thinking to maturity. The
one who can’t sleep at night because he’s consumed with
thinking about her will soon be free from worry. She
herself goes about looking for those who are worthy of
her. She graciously makes herself known to them as they
travel. She comes to them in each of the ideas that they
think.

Second Reading
A reading from Paul's 1st letter to the Thessalonians (4.13-18)

Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be ignorant
about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest, who
have no hope. We believe that Jesus died and rose again
and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those
who have fallen asleep in him. According to the Lord’s
own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who
are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not
precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord
himself will come down from heaven, with a loud
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the
trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.
After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in
the air. And so we will be with the Lord for ever.
Therefore encourage each other with these words.

Gospel
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Matthew  (25.1-13)

Jesus said: “The kingdom of heaven will be like ten
virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet
the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five
were wise. The foolish ones took their lamps but did
not take any oil with them. The wise, however, took
oil in jars along with their lamps. The bridegroom was
a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy
and fell asleep.
“At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the
bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’
“Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their
lamps. The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us
some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’
“‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for
both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and
buy some for yourselves.’
“But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the
bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready
went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the
door was shut.
“Later the others also came. ‘Sir! Sir!’ they said.
‘Open the door for us!’
“But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth, I don’t know
you.’
“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know
the day or the hour.”

Post Communion
Gracious Lord, in this holy sacrament you give
substance to our hope: bring us at the last to that
fullness of life for which we long; through Jesus Christ
our Saviour.
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